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In 1997 I started keeping snakes. Previously I had

kept lizards and read a lot about them. From the

moment I started keeping snakes I was fascinated
about Ball pythons. Not only because they are one
of the strongest and least demanding species of Boi-
dae but also because of their beautiful colouration,
manageable size and pleasant character. 0f course
this species also has some less favourable points.
Animals taken from the wild can refuse to eat for
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months, some for even up to a year and it is not a

very active species, most animals hardly ever leave
their hiding place. Currently I have about ten ani-
mals in my possession. Among them are a few on
breeding loan from the Jungle Corner in Rotterdam.

My collection consists of captive-bred and well accli-
matised animals.
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Python regius is a python species that occurs in Central

and West Africa. In shape, length and behaviour it re-
sembles the rare Angola Python (Python anchietae).
The average length of a male is approximately l 10 cm
ond females often reach a length of 130 cm or more.

Python regius in copula (close-up). Photo Jan Ramaker
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females get more food than the males to increase
fertility in both sexes. Only well fed females will form
follicles, lay and, if desired, brood on the eggs. Many
of my animals prefer multi-mammate mice, most |i-

kely because of their stronger smell. This rodent is

often recommended for animals that refuse to eat.
Hamsters are also greatly appreciated.

I will describe only my animals that were included in

the breeding program. Female 1 I bought on January
17 1998. Immediately she ate everything that was
offered. In April 1999 I received Female 2 on a
breeding loan from the Jungle Corner. She also ate
remarkablywell. Male 1 wos obtained in October
1998 from someone who, after 9 years, decided
that she could no longer provide optimal care for
this animal.

BREEDING WITH FEMALE ' _

In October 1998 I cooled down the animals to 22“(
during the day and 180( during the night. However,
around November 15 | discovered some snake-
mites. | therefore decided to raise the temperature
back to normal. And because | treated the mite in-
fection with a Vapona cassette the humidity was
lower than normal. At the end of December John
Bakker advised me to cool the animals again, but in

a different manner; the temperature was kept
oround 33“( during the day but wos lowered to
160( during the night.

0n January 2 I noticed that Male 1 and Female 1

were moting this lasted until 2.30 a.m. the next day.
After about one month 1 started to raise the tempe-
rature back to normal. Over a period of 3.5 months
1 noticed another 28 matings between Male 1 and
both females that lasted from one hour to over 36
hours and mostly took place at night.

Female 1 however only mated until January 5 when
I separated her. From the beginning of February she
started to become thicker for the last 2/3 of her

body. On March 20 she sloughed. From April 23 she

wos regularly found lying on her back. On the mor—

ning of April 24 she laid six eggs of which one turned
out to be not fertilised. The period between mating
and the laying of the eggs is therefore at least 4.5
months. 1 took the eggs away from the female and

placed them in vermiculite in a incubator. The tempe-
rature inside the incubator was constantly between
30.5 and 32%. The female remained remarkably
calm during the removal of her eggs. The following
day she ate two multi-mammate mice.

After ubout three weeks, on May 16 | removed the
unfertilised egg because it became moulded. Anot-
her egg also started to mould and was treated with
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The result is a total of eight young from two broods.
It is not clear if the result of the second clutch is due

to the lower incubation temperature of the gauze
system. It is clear however, that it is not to difficult

to obtain good breeding results with this species. It is
however important to start with 'good’ animals and

to bring them in an optimal condition before a bree-

ding attempt is initioted.

I would like to thank Mike von Alphen of the Jungle
Corner in Rotterdam not only for lending his animals

to John Bokker and myself, but also for his guidance
during the breeding and his help in writing this article.
I also would like to thank my porents for the freedom

they gave me, and their support when I needed it. Fi-

nally I thank Jan Ramaker for taking the photographs.
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